
Summer work for Whatley students going into 7th grade 

 

Summer is a time to relax and spend time with family and friends. But it is 
important not to forget everything you learned in 6th grade this year. So, we are 
asking you to read one novel and work on some IXL this summer. Please see your 
assignments below: 
 
#1: Please read The Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings.  Complete The Red Kayak 
Reading Guide (below) as you read the book. There are vocabulary words for you 
to review and a few questions to answer for each chapter or chapters. This 
reading guide will be due on the first day of school. It looks like several sites offer 
a read-aloud version of the book if you choose to do that.  
 
#2: IXL- Students will be completing the IXL Summer Boost Skills for 7th Grade 
Language Arts. This plan includes 20 skill activities you can complete at 
convenient times throughout the summer (each should take less than 20 minutes). ​
​
Students can log into their IXL account and follow this link to access the skills 
https://www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/ixl-summer-boost-grade-7  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ixl.com/ela/skill-plans/ixl-summer-boost-grade-7


The Red Kayak Reading Guide 
 
Unit 1: The Incident (Chapters 1–6) 
Chapters 1 & 2: The Warning 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Oxymoron: Putting two opposite words together (e.g., "loud 

silence"). 
○​ Foreshadow: Hints about what will happen later. 

●​ Literal Question: What is the name of the river where Brady lives? 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does Brady feel bad when he remembers seeing ​
the red kayak? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady feels bad because he did not..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 3: The Search Begins 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Skiff: A small, flat-bottomed open boat. 
○​ Hypothermia: A dangerous drop in body temperature from being too 

cold. 
●​ Literal Question: Who was inside the red kayak when it went missing? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why is the cold weather so dangerous for the people in 
the river? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "The weather is dangerous because..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
​
​
 



Chapter 4: On the River 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Creek: A small stream of water that branches off a river. 
○​ Urgent: Needing quick action. 

●​ Literal Question: What is the name of Brady’s dog, who joins him ​
on the boat? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: How does Brady feel while looking for Ben ​
in the cold rain? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "When Brady is searching, he feels..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 5: The Rescue 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ CPR: Medical steps to help someone breathe again. 
○​ Pulse: The regular beating of blood through the body. 

●​ Literal Question: Where does Brady find little Ben? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does Brady keep doing CPR even though ​
he is scared? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady keeps going because he wants to save..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 6: Coming Home 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Praise: Words that show approval or admiration. 
○​ Shock: A sudden, upsetting surprise. 

●​ Literal Question: What do Brady’s parents do when he gets home? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does Brady have a hard time relaxing at lunch?  
●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady cannot relax because he is thinking about..." 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 Unit 2: The Aftermath (Chapters 7–12) 
Chapters 7 & 8: Terrible News 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Commend: To praise someone publicly. 
○​ Tragedy: A very sad event, usually involving death. 

●​ Literal Question: What sad news does Brady’s mother give him at school? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why do J.T. and Digger avoid cheering for Brady at the 
school assembly? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "J.T. and Digger are acting strange because..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 9 & 10: Dealing with Grief 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Grief: Deep sadness after a loss. 
○​ Avoid: To stay away from someone or something. 

●​ Literal Question: What does Brady throw away to try and forget the 
sadness? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 



●​ Inferential Question: Why is Brady's friendship with J.T. and Digger 
beginning to change? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "The friendship is changing because the boys..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 11 & 12: Reaching Out 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Comfort: To make someone feel better. 
○​ Tragic: Extremely sad. 

●​ Literal Question: Who does Brady offer to help with chores? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does Brady’s mother understand how Mrs. 
DiAngelo feels? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady's mother understands because she lost..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Unit 3: The Secret (Chapters 13–18) 
Chapters 13 & 14: The Discovery 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Boathouse: A small building next to water used to keep boats. 
○​ Deduce: To figure out an answer using clues. 

●​ Literal Question: What item does Brady find while cleaning the boathouse? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: What does the red paint on the tool tell Brady? 
●​ Sentence Starter: "The red paint means that someone..." 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

​
​



​
Chapters 15 & 16: The Confrontation 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Confront: To face someone about a problem. 
○​ Prank: A trick played on someone as a joke. 

●​ Literal Question: What did J.T. and Digger drill holes into? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why did J.T. and Digger ruin the kayak in ​
the first place? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "They ruined the kayak because they wanted ​
revenge on..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 17 & 18: The Heavy Secret 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Guilt: A painful feeling of doing something wrong. 
○​ Dispose: To throw something away. 

●​ Literal Question: Where does Brady hide the drill to protect his friends? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does keeping this secret make Brady feel so sick 
and unhappy? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady feels sick because keeping the secret is..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Unit 4: The Truth (Chapters 19–24) 
Chapters 19 & 20: Pressure Building 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Tension: A feeling of nervousness or anger between people. 
○​ Dilemma: A difficult choice between two options. 

●​ Literal Question: Who comes back home to live on the river property? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



●​ Inferential Question: Why is it harder for Brady to see the DiAngelos now? 
●​ Sentence Starter: "It is hard to see them because Brady knows..." 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 21 & 22: Making a Choice 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Confide: To tell someone a secret because you trust them. 
○​ Honesty: Telling the complete truth. 

●​ Literal Question: Who does Brady finally tell the truth to first? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why does Brady decide that telling the truth is better 
than protecting his friends? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady chooses the truth because..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 23 & 24: Legal Troubles 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Arrest: When police take someone away for breaking the law. 
○​ Attorney: Another word for a lawyer. 

●​ Literal Question: What happens to J.T. and Digger after the truth comes out? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why do J.T. and Digger look relieved when ​
they are caught? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "They look relieved because they don't have​
to hide the..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



Unit 5: Justice & Healing (Chapters 25–28) 
Chapters 25 & 26: The Trial 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Court: The place where a judge decides legal issues. 
○​ Testify: To answer questions truthfully in a court of law. 

●​ Literal Question: Who goes to the courthouse with Brady? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: Why is the courtroom so uncomfortable for Brady? 
●​ Sentence Starter: "Brady is nervous because he has to..." 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapters 27 & 28: A New Start 

●​ Vocabulary: 
○​ Sentence: The punishment given by a judge in court. 
○​ Reconcile: To fix a relationship or find peace. 

●​ Literal Question: Where do the DiAngelos move at the end of the story? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

●​ Inferential Question: What does building a new boat with his dad help ​
Brady do? 

●​ Sentence Starter: "Building the new boat helps Brady..." 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________​
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 


